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Sunny, High 63, Low 38 


Changed by Harvey, their traditions remain 


Flooded Jewish households prepare 
for Hanukkah amid painful reminders 


By Paul Takahashi 


Steven Plumb walked 
out of his apartment, head- 
ed down seven flights of 
stairs and started toward 
the synagogue. 

It was Shabbat, the Jew- 
ish holy day, so there could 
be no driving or using elec- 
tronic conveniences such 
as elevators. Following the 
orthodox faith, Steven and 
his family walk to syna- 
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Houston 
teen faces 
terrorism 
charges 


An 18-year-old 
Houston man 

who told a federal 
informant he wanted 
to die in “martyrdom” 
is charged with 
supporting ISIS in 

a plot authorities 
say also included 

a planned firearms 
attack in the United 
States. Page A3 


Associated Press 
NYC Police guard a 
subway terminal. 


Suicide bomber 
fails in NYC 
subway attack 
A would-be suicide 
bomber detonated 

a pipe bomb in 
Manhattan’s busiest 
subway corridor, 
seriously injuring only 
himself. Page A6 


COMING 
WEDNESDAY 


Experts say it’s a bad 
idea to build in or 

along floodways, but 
in Houston, it’s a way 
of life. Read part 3 of 


our series, “Developing 
Storm.” 


gogue every Saturday, rain 
or shine, through searing 
summers and frigid win- 
ters, as their ancestors have 
done for centuries. 

But these days, every 
step along the 10-minute 
walk from The Halstead 
apartments to the United 
Orthodox Synagogues 
brings painful reminders 
of when Hurricane Harvey 
wreaked havoc on Hous- 
ton and upended Steven 


Plumb’s life. 

He walked past three 
apartment complexes filled 
with displaced friends and 
neighbors. 

He walked the bridge 
across Brays Bayou, which 
three months ago over- 
flowed its banks and flood- 
ed his Meyerland home of 
nearly 17 years. 

He walked around the 
waterlogged synagogue off 
Greenwillow, once a sanc- 
tuary for some 300 faithful 
that now sits empty. 

“Tt’s like a nuclear bomb 
Community continues on A8 


Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle 
Jacob Plumb, 14, right, helps his father, Steven, cook 
dinner in the family’s crowded apartment. 


Sign of the times in Sugar Land: Paulina Valero, who works in the office of strategic initiatives for the 
city of Sugar Land, carries one of the new population signs that the city will begin erecting Tuesday 
after annexing Greatwood and New Territory. The annexation increases Sugar Land’s population by 
30 percent, from 87,367 to more than 117,000. 


HISD seeks to rebuild 4 flooded schools 


Trustees to vote on $126 million plan 
to construct new elevated campuses 


By Jacob Carpenter 


Houston ISD officials 
are proposing to tear down 
four elementary schools 
ravaged by Hurricane 
Harvey and rebuild them 
— a plan that would keep 
students out of their home 
campuses until at least 
2020. 


Students at Braeburn, 
Kolter, Mitchell and Scar- 
borough elementary 
schools would return to 
new, elevated campuses on 
the same sites as the cur- 
rent facilities, according 
to a plan unveiled Mon- 
day. The district’s board 
of trustees is scheduled to 
vote Thursday on whether 


to approve funding for the 
$126 million proposal. 

If passed, Houston ISD 
would become the first 
district in the region to 
approve demolition of a 
school following Harvey. 
All other local districts 
with heavily damaged 
schools, including Hum- 
ble, Katy and Sheldon 
ISDs, have opted to repair 
existing buildings. 

The four Houston 
schools sustained cata- 


Officials aim to open 
the new schools in 


January 2020. The 


almost 3,000 displaced 
students will continue 
to use temporary sites. 


strophic flood damage af- 
ter Harvey pummeled the 
area in late August, drop- 
ping record amounts of 
rain. 

HISD continues on A9 


Democrats target 
Culberson, Hurd in 
fight to take House 


By Kevin Diaz 
and Jeremy Wallace 


WASHINGTON — The 
first Texas congressio- 
nal elections in the Don- 
ald Trump-era could be 
among the state’s most 
tumultuous, with a bevy 
of seats coming open in 
2018 while U.S. Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke challenges in- 
cumbent Sen. Ted Cruz in 
a new test of Democratic 
strength in the Lone Star 
State. 

But before O’Rourke can 
take on Cruz in November, 
he'll first have to get past 
a last-minute Democratic 
primary challenge from 
Missouri City resident Ed- 
ward Kimbrough, a politi- 
cal unknown who filed late 
Monday. 

Another marquee con- 
test will center on Hous- 
ton, where nine-term Re- 
publican John Culberson, 
who represents one of only 
three Texas congressional 
districts won by Hillary 
Clinton last year, will face 
off next November against 
the top vote-getter in an 
energized group of Demo- 
cratic primary contenders. 

Two of them, nonprofit 
executive Alex Trian- 
taphyllis and attorney 
Lizzie Fletcher, each has 
outpaced recent fundrais- 
ing efforts by Culberson, 
who has become a top tar- 
get by Democrats hoping to 
win back the House. 

As state election fil- 
ings closed on Monday, no 
Congressional continues on A9 
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» As the filing period closes, 
incumbent Republican state 
officeholders pick up a string 
of challengers, including 

10 Democrats seeking the 
governorship. Page A3 


» President Trump signs Space 
Policy Directive 1, urging a 
return to the moon. Page A3 


Alabama race turns into nail-biter on eve of vote 


By Alan Blinder, 
Alexander Burns 
and Jonathan Martin 
NEW YORK TIMES 


MIDLAND CITY, Ala. 
— Roy Moore rallied rural 
conservatives, and Doug 
Jones made his closing ar- 
gument to a diverse crowd 
in Birmingham as Ala- 
bama’s most unpredictable, 
volatile and off-the-rails 


Senate race in memory 
shuddered to a close before 
Tuesday’s special election. 
“Its difficult to drain 
the swamp when you're up 
to your neck in alligators, 
and that’s where we are,” 
Moore, who has been ac- 
cused of sexual misconduct 
against teenage girls, said 
Monday night at an event 
in Alabama’s Wiregrass 
region, near the Florida 
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The special election for 
Senate pitting Roy Moore 
and Doug Jones has huge 
implications for Republi- 

cans and Democrats. 


border. “Were up to our 
neck in alligators. We’re up 
to the neck in people that 
don’t want change in Wash- 
ington, D.C.” 

Along with the theatrics 
of the last day, the state, by 
turns energized and ex- 
hausted, faced a barrage of 
television ads, conflicting 
polls, presidential tweets 
and last-minute pleas. 

But on the eve of the vote, 


with huge implications for 
both parties and for Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, the 
blur of campaign tactics did 
little to clarify the contest’s 
trajectory. 

Alabama Secretary of 
State John Merrill said he 
expected a modest turnout 
of 20 to 25 percent — it was 
about 64 percent in the 2016 
presidential election. Local 

Voter continues on A8 
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Estate Jewelry 
Event > 
Today & Tomorrow Only! fi 
10:30 - 6:30 i 


Featuring Vintage, Antique & Contemporary Jewels 


9521 WESTHEIMER 


HOUSTON. gs 
JEWELRY 


O e Sine Gifts 


www.HoustonJewelry.com 
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